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From Anne Rice, author ofÂ Beauty's Kingdom, the third book in the erotic Sleeping Beauty series

Before E.L. James' Fifty Shades of Grey and Sylvia Day's Bared to You,, there was Anne Riceâ€™s

provocative take on the timeless fairy tale â€œSleeping Beauty. â€œ In the final volume of Anne

Rice's deliciously tantalizing erotic trilogy, Beauty's adventures on the dark side of sexuality make

her the bound captive of an Eastern Sultan and a prisoner in the exotic confines of the harem. As

this voluptuous adult fairy tale moves toward conclusion, all Beauty's encounters with the myriad

variations of sexual fantasy are presented in a sensuous, rich prose that intensifies this exquisite

rendition of Love's secret world, and makes the Beauty series and incomparable study of erotica. In

it, Anne Rice, writing as A.N. Roquelaure, makes the forbidden side of passion a doorway into the

hidden regions of the psyche and the heart.
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The third and concluding chapter in Anne Rice's erotic retelling of the sleeping beauty fairy tale,

sees Beauty, Tristan, Laurent, and some secondary slaves from the village kidnapped and whisked

away to more sensual adventures in an unnamed Arabian kingdome. Armed with first person

dialogue and reflection through Laurent [the rebellious, willful fugitive slave from book 2], and a



more exotic locale/plot, this chapter in the story was considerably more interesting than the second,

which I gave 3 stars. Part of the allure of this version for me was a release from the utter crudity of

the European castle and village. Beauty's escapades with the Sultan's harem and his main wife

were presented with a lot more sublime sensuality than the whipping and paddling of the previous

books. Laurent's transformation from slave to master mentality and his ability to exist moving

seamlessly between the two are also compelling aspects. The slaves eventually relish their time

with the Sultan above all else, having even their higher reason sublimated. They are told not to talk,

nor to express anything other than the most rudimentary understanding as they are used as sex

toys, or living sculptures to line the Sultan's gardens, bed, bath, etc. It is this complete abasement

and personality disintegration that Tristan, the most philosophical of the group, touches on when

asked why he loves it so. Religious and philosophical thoughts of the region combine to show them

that they are simply cogs in a grander scheme, and they take pleasure and freedom in this

anonymity. Further plot break-down would lead to spoilers, so suffice it to say there is eventually

closure for each of the characters.
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